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Agenda

 Agenda. 

 What does “myth” means. 

 Question to the audience. 

 Overview of Mr. Atkinson work

 Overview of the myth and checking whether Mr. Atkinson guessed it right. the 

myth. 

 So was Mr. Atkinson was right anyway?

 Conclusion. 

 Q and A – limited to 5 minutes (strictly limited) max 1 question per person, 

starting in alphabetical order of the surname up to letter P.  



What is myth

a widely held but false belief or idea.

"the belief that evening primrose oil helps to cure eczema is a myth, according to 

dermatologists“

 © World Wide Web, Google.com, 2014. 



Questions to the audience.

What Myths of internet era 

do you know? 



Overview of Mr. Atkinson’s work

 Myth 1: The Cloud Will Take Over

 Myth 2: The Internet Is Empowering Small Business

 Myth 3: Web 2.0 is the Driver

 Myth 4: Information Wants to be Free

 Myth 5: Open Trumps Closed

 Myth 6: IT Doesn’t Matter 

 Myth 7: China Will Dominate the Internet

 Myth 8: The Internet Machines Are Taking our jobs

 Myth 9: Neutral is Better

 Myth 10: The Internet Will Have No Gatekeepers

 Myth 11: “The Singularity” is Near

 Myth 12: Change Accelerates Exponentially

 Myth 13: Internet Brings Unprecedented Privacy Concerns



Cloud computing

 Cloud computing is evolutionary not revolutionary? 

 According to Mr. Atkinson, in 2011 this is,  Cloud computing will not play major 
role by 2014 and will only play a minor role in computer industry overall

Reality 2014: 

 In between 2014-2016: $677 billion will be spent on cloud services worldwide.

 The growth rate of cloud computing is on average 35% per year. 

 More than 3 times what Mr. Atkinson has predicted. 

Gartner analysis, 2013. http://www.gartner.com/newsroom/id/2352816



The Internet Is Empowering Small Business

 The Internet Is Enabling Firms to Gain Scale.

 Internet allows large companies to become even larger. 

 Reality 2014

 Internet is empowering people, entrepreneurs and innovators to be successful, 
gain exposure and get into the market. 

 The window of opportunities thanks to internet has become wide open, and 
although it might not increase the size of small businesses, but it gives them 
greater chance for success. 

Starting an online business: http://articles.bplans.co.uk/category/running-an-online-business



Web 2.0 is the Driver

 The commercial Internet delivers $1.5 trillion in

annual economic benefits to businesses and

consumers.

 Business drive internet. 

 Well… that’s right, not web 2.0, not nee generation of presentation of web 

resources drives business, its innovation in terms of commercial investment 

drives internet.  



Myth 4: Information Wants to be Free

 Information Costs Money. 

 You need to pay for good content. 

Reality: 

Wikipedia – the largest source of information on internet. 



Open Trumps Closed

 Closed can be better

“A closed system will have longer, more sustained, but more
predictable and controllable set of vulnerabilities.”
-AT&T Chief Security Officer Edward Amoroso

Reality: 

Unprecedented growth of an open source.  Apache, MySql, Linux. 

E-commerce – semi-free is a probably a future. 

Open source software is having a major impact on the software industry and its 
production processes. Many software products today contain at least some open 
source software components.

The Total Growth of Open Source: http://dirkriehle.com/publications/2008-2/the-total-growth-of-open-source/



IT Doesn’t Matter

 Reality: IT Drives Firm Productivity and Profitability

Well… that’s right, IT still is a key driver for businesses, it increases their 

competitive advantage 

Eliminates Risk  - IT Risk management gives huge infrastructural support to 

organizations. 



China Will Dominate the Internet

 Reality: English Will Remain the Lingua Franca of the Internet

 Again, Mr. Atkinson was right, or at least n terms of language break down. 

 English remains lingua-franca of internet. 

 American based business dominate internet.

 But… The Chinese technology companies poised to dominate the world, or at 

least big chunk of it. 

The Chinese technology companies poised to dominate the world : http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/03/chinese-technology-companies-huawei-dominate-world



The Internet Machines Are Taking our jobs

 The Internet Creates Jobs not eliminates them. 

 Well, internet creates the jobs, that’s right, but looking at the advances of 

technological development driven by IT companies of internet era. There is a 

trend that more technological advances will come and they might affect the 

job market, and probably dramatically. 



Neutral is Better

 Neutral is Sometimes Worse

 Some regulatory bodies need to be in place. 

Reality: 

 Openness of internet, without unnecessary control is a major contributor to 

widespread of democracy around the world. 

Its neutrality and open-access allows people to view things from multiply 

perspective and any goer



The Internet Will Have No Gatekeepers

 The Internet Gatekeepers Have Evolved

There's still a tremendous role for middlemen operations that enable buyers

and sellers to do more. But there's no role for someone acting as a 

"gatekeeper"

that blocks what buyers and sellers can do.”

-Mike Masnick, TechDirt

 Indeed. Middlemen play a key role in development of internet businesses, 

internet start-ups – an example of uber or airbnb are gatekeepers themselves, 

they have a role of middle-man connecting and administrating people and 

allowing them to do business.  



“The Singularity” is Near

 Mr. Atkinons is right - artificial intelligence is not anywhere near us, to the 

degree the myth claims.  

 "exponential growth fallacy“ - Extrapolating exponential growth from there 

one would expect huge lunar bases, and manned missions to distant planets. 

But instead exploration stalled or even regressed after that.

 “The Singularity” is far…



Change Accelerates Exponentially

 Change is Pretty Constant

 New technologies evolve… usually that is. 

 Mr. Atkinson was spot on. 

 Question for you – what major innovative, game-changing innovative 

technologies have you seen in the last 10 years among IT related industries. 



Internet Brings Unprecedented Privacy 

Concerns

 Privacy Concerns from New Technology is Nothing New. 

 The breach of privacy is minor. 

 Mr. Atkinson is right again. 

 Many claim that social-networks are the main concern in terms of privacy 

concerns – but what, do someone make you to register on SNs? Does anyone 

asks you to share sensitive data?  Or looking further does it affect you 

personally if your photos/posts/info are being shared? 



Mr. Atkinson’s was partly right. 

 Myth 1: The Cloud Will Take Over – reality from certain points of view. 

 Myth 2: The Internet Is Empowering Small Business - reality. 

 Myth 3: Web 2.0 is the Driver – myth. 

 Myth 4: Information Wants to be Free - reality. 

 Myth 5: Open Trumps Closed – reality. 

 Myth 6: IT Doesn’t Matter  - myth. 

 Myth 7: China Will Dominate the Internet – myth. 

 Myth 8: The Internet Machines Are Taking our jobs – myth. 

 Myth 9: Neutral is Better – reality. 

 Myth 10: The Internet Will Have No Gatekeepers – myth. 

 Myth 11: “The Singularity” is Near – myth. 

 Myth 12: Change Accelerates Exponentially - myth

 Myth 13: Internet Brings Unprecedented Privacy Concerns – myth. 

Decision: A visionary presentation of realities and myths of internet era. Thank you Mr. Atkinson. 



The reality of internet is, and its not a 

myth: 

Internet era is an era of empowerment, openness 

and opportunities – use it.

A quick test? Paper bucket? 



 Thank you. 




